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a fully integrated society, we must offer a full 
continuum of services. According to the U.S. 
Department of Education (2015), almost two 
thirds of all students with visual impairments 
received services in the general education class-
room during the 2013–2014 school year. Almost 
13 percent of pupils with visual impairments were 
assigned to a resource room while approximately 
one out of ten students was educated in a separate  
classroom (see Figure 13.7). The IEP team 
should determine the educational setting that 
is most appropriate for each student, keeping in 
mind current levels of academic, psychosocial, 
physical, and vocational functioning and the 
materials and instructional techniques that are 
successful with that child. (See the accompany-
ing First Person feature, page 475.)

Instructional Considerations
Instructional goals for most students with visual impairments include communication 
skills, social competency, employability, and independence, in addition to academic 
progress (American Foundation for the Blind, 2016c). The IEP team must decide how 
these goals will be accomplished. Often an array of low vision devices will be required, 
depending on the needs of the student. The team will have to decide whether the 
child requires materials to be read, enlarged, or put into Braille and whether low vision 
devices or technology such as an abacus or a talking calculator will be used.

The vision-related needs of the pupil should be supported within the general edu-
cation curriculum wherever appropriate. The need for direct, specialized services also 
varies throughout the child’s education, depending on the goals of the educational pro-
gram and the way in which these goals are met in the classroom. Table 13.5 describes 

  FIGURE 13.7  Educational Placements of School-Age Students 
With Visual Impairments

Regular classroom (65.2%)

Other environments (11.3%)

Separate class (10.7%)

Resource room (12.9%)

NOTE: Figure represents percentage of enrollment of students ages 6–21 with visual impairments during the 2013–2014 
school year. Other environments represent placement in a separate school, residential facility, homebound/hospital environ-
ment, correctional facilities, or parentally placed in private schools.

Information based on data from the fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and outlying areas.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education. (2013). Historical state-level IDEA data files. Retrieved October 13, 2013, from http://
tadnet.public.tadnet.org/pages/712

Many students with visual impairments are able to participate in testing 
programs when appropriate modifications are made.
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